
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
U.S. sugar supplies in 2016/17 are projected to total 14.092 million short tons, raw value 
(STRV), in the December World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates (WASDE), a 
14,000-STRV increase from the November report.  Domestic production is projected to 
increase 11,000 STRV, while imports are projected to increase 5,000 STRV and beginning 
stocks are revised down slightly compared with last month’s projection.  Imports from 
Mexico are reduced 45,000 STRV to 972,000.  The U.S. Department of Commerce 
(USDOC) recalculates the Export Limit for Mexico sugar processors in December, 
according to the terms of the suspension agreements signed in December 2014.  This 
month’s calculation of the U.S. Needs fell below the level set by USDOC in September.  
Therefore, according to the terms of the agreement, the Export Limit is carried over from 
the September level.  There are no changes to projections of U.S. sugar use, totaling 12.180 
million STRV.  The stocks-to-use ratio is projected to be 15.7 percent for 2016/17. 
 
Mexico sugar production in 2016/17 is projected to total 6.371 million metric tons, actual 
value (MT), a 71,000-MT increase from the previous month.  The change is based on the 
first official estimate of 2016/17 production by Mexican officials.  Deliveries in 2016/17 are 
projected to be 65,000 MT less than the November WASDE report, also based on official 
estimates from Mexican authorities.  Exports are projected to total 1.470 million MT, based 
on the anticipated December Export Limit calculated by USDOC for shipments to the 
United States and on the remaining exportable supplies after inventories are held to meet 
domestic and export needs for the beginning of 2017/18.  The stocks-to-consumption ratio 
is projected to total 28.0 percent, up from the previous month’s level of 27.8 percent. 
 
The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) published updated global sugar market projections 
in its November release of Sugar: World Markets and Trade.  While global production is 
projected to increase in 2016/17 over 2015/16, the pace of global consumption is high 
enough for global stock levels to be drawn down for the second consecutive year.  World 
raw sugar prices have been increasing, due in part to tighter global supplies compared with 
recent years of production surpluses.   
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Contacts and Links 
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Data 

Tables from the Sugar and Sweeteners Yearbook are available in the Sugar and Sweeteners Topics at 
http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/sugar/. They contain the latest data and historical information on the production, 
use, prices, imports, and exports of sugar and sweeteners. 

Related Websites 
 
Sugar and Sweeteners Outlook http://www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/SSS/ 
WASDE http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/viewDocumentInfo.do?documented=1194 
Sugar Topics http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/Sugar/ 

E-mail Notification 

Readers of ERS outlook reports have two ways they can receive an e-mail notice about release of reports and 
associated data. 

• Receive timely notification (soon after the report is posted on the web) via USDA’s Economics, Statistics and
Market Information System (which is housed at Cornell University’s Mann Library). Go to 
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/aboutEmailService.do and follow the instructions to receive e-mail 
notices about ERS, Agricultural Marketing Service, National Agricultural Statistics Service, and World Agricultural 
Outlook Board products. 

• Receive weekly notification (on Friday afternoon) via the ERS website.  Go to http://www.ers.usda.gov/Updates/
and follow the instructions to receive notices about ERS outlook reports, Amber Waves magazine, and other reports 
and data products on specific topics. ERS also offers RSS (really simple syndication) feeds for all ERS products. Go 
to http://www.ers.usda.gov/rss/ to get started. 

Contact Information 
Michael McConnell, (202) 694-5184, michael.mcconnell@ers.usda.gov (coordinator) 

Verna Daniels, (202) 694-5301, vblake@ers.usda.gov (web publishing) 

Subscription Information 
Subscribe to ERS’ e-mail notification service at http://www.ers.usda.gov/updates/ to receive timely notification of 
newsletter availability.  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its  programs and activities  on the ba sis of race, col or, national 
origin, age, disabilit y, and, wh ere applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orienta tion, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, et c.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)  720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 
795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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